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FAITH LUTHERAN  
An Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3374 Maybank Highway 
John’s Island, SC 29455 
Church: (843) 559-1242  

Email: faithjohnsisland@gmail.com 
Website: www.FaithJohnsIsland.org 

 
Ministers:  The Disciples at Faith Lutheran Church 

Supply Pastor: The Rev. Thulie Beresford 
Organist: Helena Bradford 

Flutist: Andrea Brisbin  
 

INTRODUCTION  
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments 
and circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God 
asks. A person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and 
three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is 
that we are also called. 

 

WE PREPARE  

WORSHIP PREPARATION 
When you hear the Prelude, please be seated and observe silence as we prepare ourselves 
for the beginning of our worship service. 
 

PRELUDE —  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Supply Pastor — Rev. Thulie Beresford 
 

mailto:faithjohnsisland@gmail.com
http://www.FaithJohnsIsland.org
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 413 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C Amen. 

 

GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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WE PRAISE GOD  

KYRIE ELW pg. 138 
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” ELW pg. 140 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  

P  Let us pray.  
C Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels 

and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in 
the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
This reading concludes a larger section (2:17—3:5) in which the prophet speaks of the coming 
of the God of justice. Malachi looks for that day when the wondrous power of God will purify 
the priestly descendents of Levi who minister in the temple at Jerusalem. 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and 
said:  

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and 
said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 
blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  
 
[9 And he said, “Go and say to this people:  
 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.’ 
 10 Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, 
 so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, 
 and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed.” 
 
11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 
 “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the 
land is utterly desolate; 12 until the Lord sends everyone far away, and vast is the 
emptiness in the midst of the land. 13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be 
burned again, like a terebinth or an oak whose stump remains standing when it is 
felled.” The holy seed is its stump. ]  
 
L The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 138 
I will bow down toward your holy temple. (Ps. 138:2) 

 

 1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.  
 3 When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
 5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
  that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar.  
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  

your right hand shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever;  

do not abandon the works of your hands.  
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of the 
Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love from generations of believers 
before us, and we continue to tell this story to the world. 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 
proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
  3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least 
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not 
been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 
proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

L The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW pg. 142 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
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Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, and John, 
Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus’ creative power 
is revealed, fear and amazement leads these three fishermen to leave everything behind to 
become apostles. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 5th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to 
put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from 
the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the 
deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we 
have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let 
down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their 
nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to 
sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go 
away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him 
were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James 
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When 
they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
All children are invited to come to the Altar steps for a special “Children’s message”. 

 

SERMON  Rev. Thulie Beresford 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 574 
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THE APOSTLES CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession 
L With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

L God of surprising abundance, you call your people to enter deeply into the 
world. Equip us to respond to your call, gather up what we have, and offer it 
to all. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
L God of creation, provide protection from the elements and other hazards to 

all whose work brings them outside: for fishers, ranchers, line workers, and 
construction crews. Guide us to live carefully alongside the wonders of the 
land and waters. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve in the armed 

forces, that they respond to their commission with wisdom and patience. 
Ensure that all who serve are kept safe in body, mind, and spirit. We pray for 
an end to all war and armed conflict. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from addiction, 

mental illness, injury, or illness of any kind. Draw helpers to their side so 
that they find relief from their burdens. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. Bless the labor and 

efforts of this congregation, that we may be a sign of your presence in the 
world. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
L We lift up to you all who are especially on our hearts silently or spoken.  
 (A Brief Silence for Petitions) God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
L We thank you for those who have courageously gone before us in the faith. 

May we too show deep trust in you throughout our lives. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
L We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 

promise is revealed among the people. 
C Amen. 



 

14 

SHARING OUR LORD’S PEACE   
The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

P The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
C And also with you.  
 

OFFERING 
Offerings are collected for the mission of the church.  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING   

 
OFFERTORY      
The offertory is sung as the offering is presented and the altar is prepared. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
C God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to 

the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. Amen. 

 
WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT  

HOLY COMMUNION  
Great Thanksgiving  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The presiding minister continues: 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
The Pastor leads us in the Words of Institution  
Please direct your attention to the altar.  
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

 



 17 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

WE RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Communion Distribution 

Please be seated.  All who celebrate with us the presence of the risen Christ in Holy 
Communion are invited to join us for this sacrament. We receive communion at the 
communion rail. Please remain seated until the ushers invite you to commune by 
pew.  When you come forward, please  return to your seat by the outside aisle.  
Children are invited for a blessing. 

If you would like to communion brought to you in your pew, please notify an usher. 
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Communion Hymns  ELW 471 
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 ELW 472 
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Communion Blessing  
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace.   
C Amen.  

 

Communion Prayer 

P  Let us pray. 

C Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of 
food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody 
your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the 
name of Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

WE ARE SENT  
BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ 
peace.  

C Amen  
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SENDING HYMN  ELW 798 
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DISMISSAL  

P May God all mighty and merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you his 
peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Live in Hope.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Worship Ends + Our Service Begins  

 

Statement of Purpose 

As servants of Christ, we are called  
 to proclaim God’s saving Word in a caring, nurturing way,  
 to spread God’s love throughout our community, and  
 to provide opportunities for people to grow in Christ. 
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The Second Sunday after Epiphany — February 9, 2025 
 

A Too-Small God? 

Does the Lord’s presence make you uncomfortable? This question may seem 
odd: after all, don’t we call our worship spaces “sanctuaries”? Our readings 
today, however, feature people who, in their contact with God, are moved to 
express their unworthiness. A vision of divine glory overwhelms Isaiah with the 
holiness of “the Lord of hosts,” before whom he is “a man of unclean 
lips” (Isaiah 6:5). After condescendingly agreeing to follow Jesus’ fishing 
directions, Simon discovers just how little he knows and cries out, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8). Paul tells how he had 
rejected what God did in raising Jesus from the dead. All three faced revelations 
of God’s greatness that dwarfed their expectations. These surprises evoked 
responses quite foreign to our culture of self-affirmation: a consciousness of 
their own unworthiness before such a glorious God. 

While we probably don’t want people diving under their pews during worship, a 
God before whom we feel fully composed and confident is not the “holy, holy, 
holy . . . Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:3) seen by Isaiah. Do we settle for a tame God, 
one who happens to approve of everything we do and disapprove of whatever we 
don’t like? 

As these stories continue, they show us that a full vision of God’s holiness need 
not leave us shaking in terror. God’s true glory is mercy. A heavenly being 
cleanses Isaiah’s lips, and he is sent to Israel as God’s messenger. Undeserving 
Paul becomes an apostle. Jesus tells Simon, “Do not be afraid,” and he receives a 
vital role in the Savior’s mission (Luke 5:10). 

The gospel reveals that God’s holiness does not destroy sinners but, rather, 
consumes sin through forgiveness. Before we could ever deserve it, the waters of 
baptism wash us with grace. God’s greatness becomes small for us in the Christ 
child, in the simple words of absolution, and in a taste of bread and wine. 
Forgiven and healed, we—blessed despite our unworthiness—are now sent to 
share the good news. 
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